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COUNTRYSIDE MOBILITY 

The Countryside Mobility South West scheme is operated by the charity Living Options 
Devon and provides easy access to the South West's countryside for anyone who has   
difficulty walking. ‘Tramper’ all-terrain mobility scooters and wheelchair accessible 
‘Wheelyboats’ now provide access for all to a wide range of outdoor attractions.  
 
There are now more than 30 sites involved in the scheme with more joining during     
Summer 2013 and beyond. The scheme has been very successful at enabling couples 
and families to enjoy sites together rather than one family member being excluded from 
visiting some parts of a site. For Rebecca the scheme has been life-changing.  

 
“At the age of 35 I did not expect to suddenly find myself needing a wheelchair and my life 

became extremely restricted. On holiday in Devon my husband and I came across the 
Tramper scheme purely by chance. It's impossible describing the feeling of suddenly   

having the ability and freedom to go into the countryside again. Both Tramper trips were 
without doubt one of the best days of my life…to suddenly have independence again to 

explore and enjoy the countryside was truly amazing.”  
 
In 2012, the Nineveh Trust generously donated £22,000 to allow Living Options  
Devon to purchase 4 Trampers for new partner sites.  All 4 Trampers have now been          
successfully homed... 
 
Site 1: Trebah Garden, Cornwall (Tramper placed 
in November 2012): Trebah Gardens is a            
sub-tropical paradise with a stunning coastal    
backdrop and offers visitors a year round             
experience. The site has some very steep slopes 
which the Tramper easily overcomes allowing     
visitors who have difficulty walking to access       
almost all of the site. 2 Trampers have been      
supplied by Countryside Mobility with 1 funded by 
the Nineveh Trust. Darren Dickey, Trebah Head 
gardener commented:  
 
“By having an  additional Tramper at Trebah we are 
now able to offer more flexibility. For example more 
people per day can now get around the garden and 
couples can go out together. The Trampers 
have been extremely popular and have proven       

particularly suitable to 
the steep terrain of the     
garden. During the     
summer each Tramper can go out as much as three times a day 
and the feedback from visitors usually starts with - ‘I want one’!” 
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Site 2: St Michaels Mount, Cornwall  
(Tramper placed in May 2013): St Michaels 
Mount is a iconic heritage site near Penzance 
in Cornwall managed by St Aubyn Estates. The 
Tramper funded by the Nineveh Trust and   
supplied by Countryside Mobility enables      
visitors to follow in the footsteps of pilgrims by 
crossing the ancient causeway to the island 
during suitable tide conditions. Once on the   
Island the Tramper allows people with limited 
mobility to access parts of the gardens and   
explore the main features of the  island which 
would be difficult with the equipment due to slops and very uneven surfaces.  

 
Site 3: Moors Valley Country Park (Tramper 
placed in June 2013): Moors Valley Country Park 
is managed by East Dorset Council and is        
situated near Ringwood in East Dorset. The site 
provides a range of recreational and                
environmental education opportunities for        
visitors. Two Trampers have been supplied to 
Moors Valley with one being funded by the       
Nineveh Trust. Both Trampers were delivered in 
June and will be brought into operation from July 
onwards once all staff on site have been trained 

on safe operating procedures by Countryside Mobility staff. 
 

Site 4: Axe Estuary Wetlands Centre (Tramper placed in July 2013): The Axe Estuary 
Wetlands is an overarching term for the nature reserves managed by East Devon District 
Council on the lower Axe. The District Council has a long term ambition to create a single 
nature reserve stretching from Seaton to 
Colyford, which will bring environmental, 
social and economic benefits to the      
area.  The Tramper placement has only 
recently been secured and a Disability 
Access Audit is being undertaken on 5

th
 

July. Some small scale access             
improvements have already identified as 
needed on the site to open up more 
routes to Tramper users, and it is hoped 
works will be completed and the Tramper 
available for public use in August. 

Progress Report for Nineveh Trust  - June 2013 

 


